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Dear Sir/Madam, 

Draft Local Plan for North East Derbyshire District Council (NEDDC): Issues and 

Options Consultation 

 

National Highways welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Issues and Options 

consultation for the emerging Local Plan prepared by North East Derbyshire District 

Council (NEDDC). The new Local Plan will replace the adopted Local Plan (November 

2021) and will guide development across the district for the period 2024–2044, 

establishing the strategic framework for growth over the next 20 years. 

 

National Highways has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport as a 

strategic highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and is 

the highway authority, traffic authority and street authority for the Strategic Road 

Network (SRN). It is our role to maintain the safe and efficient operation of the SRN 

whilst acting as a delivery partner to national economic growth. The SRN is a critical 

national asset and as such we work to ensure that it operates and is managed in the 

public interest, both in respect of current activities and needs as well as in providing 

effective stewardship of its long-term operation and integrity.  

 

In relation to this consultation, National Highways’ principal interest is in safeguarding 

the operation of the M1 and A38 within the district, as well as M1 Junctions 29, 29A, 

and 30 located adjacent to the plan area (refer to Figure 1).  

 

In responding to Local Plan preparation, we give consideration to the Department for 

Transport (DfT) revised Circular 01/2022 – Strategic Road Network and the delivery 

of sustainable development (‘the Circular’), which sets out how interactions with the 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 

SRN should be considered in the making of Local Plans. Paragraph 28 of the Circular 

sets out that: 

 

The policies and allocations that result from plan-making must not compromise 

the SRN’s prime function to enable the long-distance movement of people and 

goods. When the company assists local authorities in the development of their 

plans and strategies, the local authority should ensure that the SRN is not being 

relied upon for the transport accessibility of site allocations except where this 

relates to roadside facilities or SRN-dependent sectors (such as logistics and 

manufacturing). The company will also work with local authorities to explore 

opportunities to promote walking, wheeling, cycling, public transport and shared 

travel in plan-making, in line with the expectations set out in the NPPF and the 

Transport Decarbonisation Plan. 

 

The Circular also encourages early collaboration to identify opportunities for 

sustainable travel, including walking, cycling, public transport and shared travel, in 

accordance with the NPPF and the DfT’s Transport Decarbonisation Plan. 

 

Our response is made in line with these policy frameworks and aims to support the 

soundness and deliverability of the Local Plan from a strategic transport perspective. 

 

Housing Requirement 

 

The Draft Local Plan consultation establishes a minimum housing requirement of 

16,4471 new homes to be delivered over the plan period from 2024 to 2044. The 

spatial distribution of this housing growth is guided by a defined settlement hierarchy2, 

which categorises locations into four levels based on accessibility, infrastructure 

capacity, and service provision.  

 

The minimum provisions for site allocations across the four settlement levels are 

summarised in Table 1. Overall, the approach ensures that employment and housing 

delivery is aligned with the principles of sustainable development, supports existing 

communities, and promotes balanced growth across the plan area. 

 

 

 
1 https://placemaker.ne-derbyshire.urbanintelligence.co.uk/p/document/16/ 
2 Settlement Hierarchy Topic Paper 





 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 

 
Figure 1 Refined Schedule of Sites- NEEDC 

To identify potential impacts, sites have been assessed using the following criteria: 

• Residential developments exceeding 200 dwellings  

• Developments located within 1 km of the SRN  

• All employment site allocations 

 

Strategic Residential Allocations: 

A number of large-scale residential developments (Figure 2 and Table 2) are likely to 

generate significant traffic demand, much of which may interact with the SRN. 

Key strategic sites include: 

• Duckmanton Moor (Sites 45227 & 45541): ~1,000–2,000 dwellings (likely to 

route via M1 Junction 29A)  

• Eckington South (Site 45226): ~1,500 dwellings (likely to route via M1 Junction 

30)  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 

• Former Biwaters Site (Site 45810): ~825 dwellings (likely to route via M1 

Junction 29)  

 
Figure 2 Residential Development > 200 dwellings 

Given their scale and proximity to the SRN, these developments require robust 

assessment to determine their cumulative impact on the M1 and associated junctions. 

It is essential that all allocations are supported by a robust and proportionate transport 

evidence base, and early engagement and review of this evidence is welcomed once 

available. 

 











 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 

Transport Evidence Base 

National Highways expects that the Local Plan will be supported by a proportionate 

and up-to-date transport evidence base. While individual site allocations may not give 

rise to material impacts in isolation, the transport evidence base should consider the 

cumulative impacts of all proposed development, particularly where the scale of 

growth could collectively result in significant effects on the SRN. This assessment 

should be sufficient to inform the identification of any necessary strategic mitigation 

measures and ensure the continued safe and efficient operation of the network. 

 

Duty to Co-operate 

We acknowledge North East Derbyshire District Council’s commitment to engaging 

with relevant stakeholders to deliver sustainable development. For sites that may 

affect infrastructure in neighbouring authorities, a coordinated and cross-boundary 

approach is encouraged. This should include engagement with National Highways, 

neighbouring local planning authorities, and relevant developers to ensure transport 

impacts are fully understood and appropriately addressed. 

 

Subject to the points above, National Highways would welcome continued 

engagement with the North East Derbyshire District Council to support the delivery of 

the targeted growth. 

 

In the meantime, if you have any questions or comments then please do not hesitate 

to contact me on the details provided, and through our email address 

PlanningM@nationalhighways.co.uk 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
Catherine Townend 
Spatial Planner  
Email: Catherine.Townend@nationalhighways.co.uk 
 
 




