Dronfield Refined Sites
Although Dronfield is identified as a Priority 1 location for growth, allocations made in the current Local Plan have not delivered the housing expected on those sites due to a number of constraints which must be considered at Refined sites stage.  
· Location of proposed sites: Many sites are ‘town edge’ locations extending to the edge of the parish which makes them less sustainable and accessible.  There is likely to be an increase in vehicle use impacting the environment and adding more congestion on local roads if these sites progress. 
· Heritage and conservation designations: There are three Conservation Areas within Dronfield - Coal Aston, Dronfield, and Dronfield Woodhouse which are subject to conservation area protections.  This needs to be recognised as a constraint to certain types of development e.g. the Refined site at Coal Aston in close proximity to the Moss Valley which is also a Conservation Area. 
· Topography: The steep valley sides of the River Drone create challenges in Dronfield in terms of appropriate access based on Highway requirements, methods of construction e.g. houses on many levels with lots of steps, and the appropriate integration of new development into the existing local environment e.g. Southfield bungalows are ‘dug in’ to the hillside, so inappropriate to design three-storey dwellings in close proximity.  A recent application was dismissed at Appeal for these reasons. 
· Green Belt and environmental constraints: Many of the Refined Sites in Dronfield are within the Green Belt or are located near environmentally sensitive areas such as the Moss Valley.  This will have a bearing on both the scale and type of development. 
 It is pleasing to note that some sites in the Green Belt between Dronfield and Sheffield have been discounted from the Refined Sites at this stage.
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