Site 45438 – Land off Callywhite Lane, Dronfield (Employment Allocation)
Dronfield Civic Society strongly objects to this site as an employment allocation.  There are a number of high level constraints impacting the viability of this site.  They include land stability, matters relating to land contamination, well-established wildlife areas along the river corridor, highway matters including the construction of a bridge to cross both the river and the main railway line and we understand there are issues relating to land ownership where the land owner had not agreed to their land being included. 
Access is probably the key deterrent to any extension of Callywhite Lane.  The existing industrial estate has just one road in and out.  An extension would add to the severity of traffic at the Green Lane, Chesterfield Road roundabout which is currently extremely difficult for large vehicles to turn onto Green Lane or to negotiate the narrow, busy road known as Dronfield Bottom.  The creation of a new bridge at the southern end of Callywhite Lane would be massively expensive and direct HGVs onto the B6057 through the villages of Unstone and Unstone Green rather than using the bypass at Bowshaw which was always the intended route for such vehicles travelling north or south.
Part of the mapped site was once a landfill site and part of it is covered by a capped tip with planted trees relating to the Wm Lee foundry which raises issues around land stability and contamination which would impact the viability of extending Callywhite Lane to the B6057.
The Civic Society has long been of the opinion that there should be more efficient use of the existing industrial estate area.  It has more capacity than is currently being exploited.  Whilst Wm Lee has been a long-standing employer of local people, many areas are little more than storage sites which employ few like the former Padley and Venables site which stores pipes.  We assume the extension would relate more to warehousing and storage which would provide little employment for any occupants of the potential housing development (in total 862 houses).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Civic Society is of the view that the expansion of Callywhite Lane would be unviable and unlikely to benefit the town in terms of skilled local employment or services which benefit local people. We therefore reject it as an extended employment allocation.


